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The Sakura Science Plan assists Asian youth (high school students and adults under 
40 years old) by nurturing their aspirations in science and technology, improving 
their levels of knowledge in these fields, and contributing to the development of their 
home countries and Asia as a whole. We expected that these objectives would be 
achieved by inviting them to our country and providing them with access to Japan’s 
science and technology. 
This project features a grass-root movement in principle. Participating universities 
and research institutions express their willingness to invite and accept applicants 
from designated universities and research institutions in Asia. Therefore, we expect 
that they will establish, strengthen, and continue the collaborative relationships 

initiated. This project has numerous supporting bases across the country, and the number of  activities is 
expectedly increasing. Since it is difficult for high school students to initiate and conduct this kind of a grass-root 
movement, JST has launched the “Special Course for High School Students” to invite them to Japan.
In designing this course, we aimed to nurture the dreams of Asian high school students to become scientists. 
For this purpose, we made every efforts to prepare the best program in Japan.
First, students have a chance to learn about Japan’s cutting-edge technology at institutions such as the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency, Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology, RIKEN, National 
Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology, National Institute for Materials Science, High Energy 
Accelerator Research Organization, and National Museum of Emerging Science and Innovation (Miraikan).
Second, students have the opportunity to learn from top researchers in Japan including Nobel Prize recipients 
such as Dr. Hideki Shirakawa, Dr. Ryoji Noyori, Dr. Akira Suzuki, Dr. Ei-ichi Negishi, Dr. Toshihide Maskawa, 
Dr. Akito Arima (former President of the University of Tokyo, former Minister of Education and Director General 
of Science and Technology Agency.) and Dr. Mamoru Mohri, Chief Executive Director of the National Museum 
of Emerging Science and Innovation.
Third, students visit and learn at prestigious universities in the metropolitan area such as the University of 
Tokyo, Tokyo Institute of Technology, University of Tsukuba, Tokyo University of Science, Keio University, and 
Waseda University.
We proposed each Asian country to participate in the program, and excellent students from the most competitive 
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Third Group (Indonesia, the Republic of  Korea, Cambodia, Thailand, Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Mongolia):  
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from Thailand and Myanmar about their research areas and their life in Japan. Specific questions such as “How 
did you get your scholarship?” were asked, and some students seemed interested in studying at Keio University 
in the future.
 

<University of Tsukuba>
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Visitors are welcomed to view “Geo-Cosmos,” which projects a realistic Earth shining in space; it is displayed on 
the large open-ceiling space that reaches from the 1st floor to the 6th floor. The students were impressed by the 
beautiful projection and each took pictures.
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In an exhibition room, the Chinese researcher used a synchrotron model to carefully and clearly explain the 
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The research topics NIMS proudly presented in the presentation ranged from a metal fatigue testing machine 
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experience, to which the students listened intently. When asked by a student, “How did you become a researcher 
at AIST?”, Ms. Salamat shared the story of how she applied to the institution after graduating from a university in 
the Philippines.

���y��

At “Science Square TSUKUBA,” students were attracted to many exhibits and narratives. However, they were 
most fascinated by a therapeutic robot named “Paro.” The students took turns hugging the seal-shaped Paro and 
exclaimed “Cute!”
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Malaysia   Mr. Lee Ren Ghee (First grade student at Chong HWA Independent High School)

In this program, we learned much about Japan’s science technology. JAMSTEC was very 
impressive. The guides provided us with such detailed explanations that we didn’t need to read 
each panel.
“Shinkai 6500,” the manned research submersible, was also impressive. We had plenty of 
time at JAMSTEC, which was great as we could leisurely tour the facilities and exhibits. The 
accommodations, places to visits, and coordinators were all wonderful. This program is a 

memorable experience.
����

Mongolia   Mr. Tumendalai Munkhdalai (Shine Mongol High School)

My first impression was that Japanese people are very kind. I was also impressed by the advanced 
science technology. Moreover, it was not simply technically advanced. I was most interested in 
observing the robots that assist physically-challenged people and provide care to the elderly. I was 
happy to personally witness such an advanced technology through this program.
It was also a pleasant experience to get to know the high school students from different countries 
and to be able to talk with them. I would like to thank JST for organizing this program and all those 

who are involved in this program.
��������

Philippines   Ms. Carillo Joanna Marie (Fourth grade student at Philippine Science High 
School)

I was able to visit many research institutions and facilities,[(“o J)10(oanna Mann(e as 23o J)1n2(eadh0hs pr)-11(ogram and al 21.286 TD
[(Sc)ol))]TJ
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Vietnam   Ms. Tran Bish Thu (Vietnam National University)

I would like to thank those in Japan who helped this visit come to fruition. The participating 
students gained valuable experiences. I believe that what they experienced in Japan will greatly 
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First Group Third GroupSecond Group
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2010—simply and clearly explained his life philosophy before the 80 or so high school students from China in his 
special lecture.
After a simple introduction, he explained how he came to discover the “palladium-catalyzed cross couplings 
in organic synthesis,” a result of his research which led to receiving the Nobel award. High school students, 
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